
Quest Fellowship: completion-based scholarship returning up to 50% of tuition  
upon delivery of the Quest contribution

Purpose
The DRRS program offers three offers three DRRS Quest Fellowships 
(which are completion-based scholarships returning up to 50% of 
tuition upon delivery of the Quest contribution) for CAS 2 “Beyond 
Systems Thinking” (Summer 2026). 

These scholarships are designed for professionals who seek to 
engage deeply with systemic transdisciplinary complexity in  
the context of designing resilient regenerative systems.  
The scholarship is not solely financial support; it is tied to a clearly 
articulated Quest within one of three thematic relational spheres that 
structure the intellectual and practical inquiry of CAS 2. 

CAS 2 moves beyond analytical systems thinking toward integrative, 
relational, embodied and scale-linking approaches. It is grounded in 
the Systemic Design Wheel of Inquiry, integrating six modes  
of knowing and reasoning:

—  science,
—  engineering,
—  design,
—  art,
—  embodied practices,
—  inner processes.

The scholarships are open to new entrants to the DRRS program 
who have not yet studied within DRRS, as well as to CAS alumni and 
already accepted applicants, if the eligibility criteria are met.

The Three Quest Spheres
Applicants must apply to one of the following thematic spheres. Each 
Quest is accompanied by a primary mentor, with further mentorship 
possible through the wider DRRS network.

1. Art–Science Integration & Multispecies Communication

Main Mentor: Sylwia Orczykowska 

This sphere explores the integration of artistic inquiry and scientific 
rigor within regenerative systems practice, and how these modes 
of knowing can mutually strengthen one another in complex, living 
contexts.

It investigates multispecies and ecological communication within 
post-anthropocentric worldviews, aesthetic intelligence, relational 
epistemologies, and somatic participation as ways of sensing 
and interpreting the world beyond purely cognitive frames. Art is 
approached as a systemic translator and integrator—able to bridge 
disciplines, create shared meaning, and make relational dynamics 
perceivable across human and other-than-human scales.

Applicants may come from ecological sciences, environmental 
humanities, design, communication, architecture, artistic practice, 

biology, neuroscience, physics, landscape studies, or related fields. 
The Quest emphasizes integrating modes of sensing, interpreting, 
and designing that move beyond disciplinary silos and contribute to 
life-centric cultural development and regenerative action.

2. Contemporary Nomadism, Habitual Opening, Immersive  
Leadership & Complexity Didactics

Main Mentor: Tobias Luthe

This sphere explores how professionals navigate paradox, 
uncertainty, and emergence in systemic change processes, and 
how leadership and learning can be cultivated to remain adaptive in 
rapidly changing conditions.

Drawing inspiration from contemporary nomadism, the Quest 
reflects on mobility, adaptability, and design for disassembly —  
in both physical systems and organizational or cognitive structures. 
Just as nomadic cultures historically developed ways of living 
that respond to cyclical rhythms and micro-seasonal changes, 
this sphere explores how regenerative leadership and learning 
can remain flexible, responsive, and relationally embedded within 
dynamic environments.

Central to this exploration is the practice of habitual opening —  
the cultivation of a normative orientation toward curiosity, 
perception, and responsiveness beyond defensive routines.  
The Quest engages immersive and embodied leadership, complexity 
literacy, and complexity didactics that emphasize experiential, 
relational, and place-based learning.

Applicants may come from environmental sciences, architecture, 
engineering, political studies, education, organizational development, 
management, psychology, pedagogy, design, or others - basically, 
any discipline is of relevance if argued relationally and logically.

3. Ethical Journalism, Multimedia Narration & Community Integration

Main Mentor: Michael Grimm

This sphere focuses on responsible storytelling within complex 
societal transitions, where narratives can either polarize or enable 
shared orientation and agency.

It explores ethical journalism, multimedia narration, narrative 
framing in regenerative change, and communication across 
ideological divides. 

The emphasis lies on systemic and constructive communication 
that follows pluralistic knowing, supports thought leaders and 
practitioners, and builds bridges across diverse communities 
— without simplifying complexity or sacrificing integrity. 
Applicants may come from journalism, filmmaking, media studies, 
communication, design, pyschology, social sciences, education, or
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community practice. The Quest emphasizes how narrative forms 
shape systemic perception and how storytelling can integrate 
communities, strengthen civic capacity, and foster relational 
accountability in times of uncertainty.

Eligibility 
Applicants must:

—  be eligible for admission through the ETH School for Continuing  
     Education (study equivalent acceptance required),

—  ideally hold both an undergraduate and a graduate degree  
     (exceptional non-conventional pathways may be considered),

—  be fluent in English (written and spoken),

—  demonstrate a strong record of engagement in systemic,  
     regenerative, or transdisciplinary practice,

—  apply simultaneously to CAS 2 and the Quest Scholarship  
      (contact information in Closing Note).

Already accepted applicants before this scholarship release are 
eligible to post-apply. 

A Visa for the field design trip to Norway in June ‘26 must be 
received. 

By the start of CAS 2 in May 2026, applicants must have successfully 
completed DRRS MOOCs 1 and 2.

Application Requirements
Applicants must submit:

1.  Two-page Statement of Interest (PDF) including:

1.1 Educational and professional background,

1.2 Engagement record relevant to the chosen Quest sphere,

      1.3 A Systemic Integration Reflection, consisting of:

      1.3.1 a written component, approximately 1–1.5 pages,  
      articulating how prior education, work, and life  
      experience connect to the chosen thematic cluster,

      1.3.2 A visual-graphical component (diagram, synthesis 
       map, relational schema, photography or equivalent)                    
       illustrating systemic integration across experiences,  
       interests, and the intended Quest trajectory,

      1.4  Initial ideas on how this Quest will guide personal  
             learning and contribution within CAS 2,

2.  CV (maximum 3 pages),

3.  Confirmation of eligibility for ETH continuing education admission.

Scholarship Commitments
Quest Scholarship recipients commit to:

—  completing DRRS MOOCs 1 and 2 before May 2026,

—  actively contributing to the DRRS community on Mighty Networks  
      throughout the programme with at least one interaction per week,

—  producing reflective outputs (written, visual, or multimedia)  
     connected to their Quest for publication on the DRRS Medium blog  
     and social media channels - minimum expectation is one blog  
     article and one multimedia outlet,

—  documenting and developing their Quest trajectory during CAS 2  
     and engaging with their designated mentor (s), and study  
     colleagues,

—  contributing actively to community activation through dialogue,  
      synthesis, and peer exchange.

The scholarship represents a relational engagement within a living 
systems learning community and requires active participation.

Selection Criteria
Scholarships will be awarded based on:

—  academic and professional qualifications,

—  depth and coherence of systemic integration,

—  transdisciplinary capacity,

—  reflective and relational maturity,

—  contribution potential to the DRRS ecosystem,

—  clarity and quality of written and visual articulation.

We are committed to fostering diversity and fairness in  
the program and encourage applications from individuals with 
diverse geographic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds.
 

Timeline

Application Deadline (CAS & Scholarship): March 15, 2026

Notification: March 25, 2026 

CAS 2 Start: May 2026

Closing Note
CAS 2 “Beyond Systems Thinking” invites professionals to move from 
analytical system models toward relational, embodied, and scale-
linking regenerative design. 

The Quest Scholarship supports individuals who are ready to 
integrate diverse modes of knowing and contribute actively to  
a growing international community committed to resilient 
regenerative systems.

ETH Zurich SDLs detailed programme information and the online 

application form link:  

https://systemicdesignlabs.ethz.ch/cas-eth-beyond-systems-

thinking/

For parallel submission of the Application Requirements documents, 
please also send them to: drrs@ethz.ch

We look forward to receiving your application.
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